Welcome

Concept view of Nine Elms Pimlico Bridge with Battersea Power Station in the distance

A need has been identified for a new bridge connecting Nine Elms and Pimlico.
We would like to hear the views of Londoners to help shape our ideas at this
early stage of the design process.
The purpose of this exhibition is to:
● Introduce the team.
● Explain the work we are currently

undertaking and why.
● Outline the next steps and the

consultation process.
At this stage, there is no fixed design
and no fixed location for the Nine
Elms Pimlico Bridge. We therefore
wish to engage in a collaborative
process with all stakeholders and
communities to hear your comments
and views.

We plan to carry out further
engagement and detailed technical
work to assess the best location for a
new bridge on this stretch of the
Thames.
We will be keeping the local
community up to date and look
forward to your feedback, to hear what
it is Londoners want for the next
generation of infrastructure in our
great city.
Members of the Design Team are
available throughout the exhibition to
give further information and answer
your questions. A questionnaire is
available to complete and we would
be very grateful for your feedback.
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London’s bridges

18th Century view from Battersea
towards the City

Historic view of the City of London looking across Old London Bridge

London was founded by the Romans
who constructed the first timber
bridge in AD50, London Bridge, to link
with the trading routes from
Canterbury. They named the new
capital ‘Londinium’. Since then, the
River Thames has been vital to London
as a growing City.
The Thames was first crossed by a
stone bridge in 1209 constructed by
Henry II and completed by King John.
From its earliest days a toll was
payable, or, if one crossed the Thames
by boat the passenger paid the
ferryman. As a result, proposals for
new bridges were met with great
reluctance so London developed as a
divided city north from south. London
Bridge remained the only bridge

18th century view of the City of
Westminster

across the Thames until Old Putney
Bridge was built in 1729.
Old Putney Bridge was followed by
other bridges in Westminster (1750),
Blackfriars (1769) and Battersea (1772).
At the turn of the century, bridge
building in London accelerated,
creating many famous landmarks.
Today, London continues to grow and
as we unlock new areas for
development we continue to build the
infrastructure that keeps the city
connected. The new Nine Elms
Pimlico Bridge is a vital element of
London's new infrastructure and has
been included in the London Plan and
the Mayor of London's draft 2017
Transport Strategy.

21st Century London: An integrated city of interconnected villages

View of Millennium Bridge looking
towards St Pauls
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Regeneration

Aerial view of Nine Elms on the South Bank in 2030

Nine Elms on the South Bank
Key Statistics

6.5m
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For years Nine Elms has been a focus
of industry and was home to mainly
light industrial and warehouse uses
as well as Sir Giles Gilbert Scott's
Battersea Power Station.
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As a new residential and commercial
district of Central London, Nine Elms
needs better connections to the rest of
the city. A programme of new and
improved infrastructure needs to
connect this area, ensuring all
Londoners benefit from the emerging
opportunities. A bridge linking Nine
Elms to Pimlico is one of a range of
infrastructure improvements essential
to connecting Nine Elms to the rest of
London, creating a link between
communities for living, working and
playing.
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For this transformation to be successful new infrastructure must open-up this area to
the rest of London ensuring all Londoners benefit from the emerging opportunities.

Historic view of operational Battersea Power Station in
the 1950s

Current view along the river
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Connective

The 13 new river crossings
identified in the Mayor of London’s
Connecting the Capital Vision 2015

The existing and proposed cycle
infrastructure, excluding new bridge

The urban context: A new South Bank quarter at Nine Elms

The proposed Nine Elms Pimlico Bridge is in the Mayor’s London Plan and was
included in Transport for London’s recently released Transport Strategy.
Wandsworth Council however recognises the importance of support on both
sides of the River and will be engaging directly with residents in Pimlico, the City
of Westminster, Lambeth, Battersea and Nine Elms to explain the positive impact
that the Bridge will have on air quality and pollution levels.
The new Nine Elms Pimlico Bridge would halve the 1.6km (1 mile) gap between
Chelsea and Vauxhall Bridges, which is the longest un-bridged stretch of the
Thames in central London.

The new bridge would:
●

Provide cyclists and pedestrians with an alternative route to the busy
pavements and Cycle Superhighways on Vauxhall and Chelsea Bridges.

●

Provide the ‘missing link’ between existing and new ‘Quietways’ of
Westminster, Wandsworth and Lambeth, a connection that will benefit
users through better air quality and safer streets.

●

Facilitate access to jobs, services and growth, bringing significant
benefits for the communities in Nine Elms and Westminster and for the
whole of London.

●

Connect the new retail, gastronomic and leisure opportunities emerging
on both sides of the river.

●

Explore innovative new ways for different users to share public space
safely.

●

Provide improved access to public open spaces including the new Nine
Elms Riverside Walkway, Nine Elms Linear Park and Battersea Park.

●

Utilise world class design and engineering to create a new landmark in
London, free for all who use it.
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Sustainable

Reasons given by non-cyclists
for not wanting to take up cycling
2010 %
%

(Base: 851)

Safety concerns

41

41

Consider I am too old

10

11

Not confident cycling

10

6

Not interested

9

9

Consider I am not fit enough

8

7

London not cyclist friendly

8

6

Other ways of travelling work better for me

7

6

Do not have time

7

5

The amount of traﬃc

5

5

Don’t have access to a bike

4

4

The weather

4

4

Have a disability so it is impractical

4

6

Don’t know/nothing in particular

5

5

Responses over 3% shown
Source: Attitudes to Cycling, Tfl, 2011

Reasons given by non-cyclists for
not wanting to take up cycling

Map showing accident levels in
the local area

Map showing pollution levels in the local area

Today cities across the world are responding to the demand for sustainable,
environmentally friendly shared public spaces for pedestrians and cyclists.
The Nine Elms Pimlico Bridge would:
● Provide an appealing journey experience for users, designed specifically to

meet the needs of pedestrians and cyclists.
● Increase safety for cyclists and pedestrians and help to reduce accidents.
● Encourage sustainable, zero-emission forms of travel in the interests of

improving air quality.
● Create new public spaces away from concentrations of air pollution.
● Help to improve public health and reduce congestion.
● Provide an alternative route to the cycle superhighways and busy

Vauxhall/Chelsea Bridge routes.
The proposals for a new pedestrian and cycle bridge between Vauxhall and
Chelsea Bridge are consistent with the pedestrian and cycling policies of the
surrounding local authorities and the GLA. The bridge would make a significant
contribution to the shared objectives of improving air quality and encouraging
safe, sustainable transport methods.

Quietway routes are an alternative to polluted roads

Pedestrians and cyclists sharing a bridge in Denmark
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Example textured surfacing and
lighting on the bridge

Precedent view of interactive
lighting

Shared use cycle and pedestrian
bridge in Odense, Denmark

Nine Elms Pimlico Bridge concept
design
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The competition winning design concept for the
bridge is based on a spiral design which connects
seamlessly to riverbank level. This removes the need
for lifts or stairs and reduces any impact on the river
banks, making it accessible for all. The bridge will be
designed to be very low maintenance and easy to
manage once completed.

are kept to a minimum and the bridge is easily
managed.

● The design will ensure future maintenance costs

to allow the passage of river traffic below without
creating a slope too steep for cyclists and
wheelchair users so as to avoid any need for lifts.

● The bridge will rise high enough above the banks

minimal impact and enhance and create new
public spaces, recognising the heritage and
character of the surrounding area.

● The landing points on each side should have

There is no fixed design and no fixed location for the
Bridge. The project presents a number of challenges
which any proposal for a bridge must address with
new and innovative solution:
● The bridge would provide multi-modal use for
cyclists and pedestrians all of whom must be
able to travel safely in both directions without
coming into conflict.

The design concept for the pedestrian and cycle river crossing

Innovative Design

Timeline

2023

...............................................
Target NEPB completion.
2021

...............................................
Target to start construction of NEPB.
2021

...............................................
Completion of Thames Tideway Tunnel.
2020

...............................................
Northern Line Extension opens.
2020

...............................................
Battersea Power Station opens to public.
2019

...............................................
Vauxhall gyratory works begin.

2018

...............................................
Target planning application for Nine Elms
Pimlico Bridge

2017
2017

...............................................

...............................................
US Embassy opens.

Nova Victoria opens to the public.
2017

...............................................
Technical and feasibility studies underway.
2016

...............................................
Team appointed.

2015

...............................................

2015

Bridge identified as one of 13 new crossings

...............................................

in the Mayor’s Connecting the Capital Vision.

The team entry led by Bystrup Architecture
Design and Engineering was selected by a
Jury Panel.

2014

...............................................
Wandsworth Council launched a competition
to find a professional team to develop a
bridge design.

2013

...............................................
Transport for London (TfL) published a
feasibility study confirming the need for a
pedestrian and cycle bridge on this stretch

2012

of the Thames.

...............................................
Bridge was included in the VNEB OAPF.

2009

...............................................
Bridge was identified in a transport study
completed to inform the GLA’s Vauxhall Nine
Elms Battersea Opportunity Area Planning
Framework (VNEB OAPF).

2003

...............................................
The concept of a pedestrian and cycle
bridge in this location was first identified.
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Current work

Preliminary bridge locations under consideration

The Design Team are considering 9 preliminary locations for the bridge
however, additional options may emerge as work progresses:
● Currently, the Team are seeking to collaborate with the local and London-

wide community as well as undertaking technical and design feasibility work.
● Updating TfL’s report to take account of changes since 2013 such as new

improvements to local infrastructure e.g. Cycle Super-highways and the
expansion of the Quietway scheme; increased development levels in both
Wandsworth and Westminster; increased levels of population; increased
walking and cycling demand; deteriorating air quality; updated traffic
accident statistics; etc.
● Undertaking technical studies and analysis to assess the most suitable

options for the location of a bridge.
● Assessing the potential impact of the proposals on both sides of the river and

exploring high quality engineering methods for
the landing points to be sympathetic to the
surroundings.
● Carrying out initial engagement with the local

and London-wide communities to understand
their views.
● Engaging with local stakeholders and wider

London statutory groups such as the Port of
London Authority (PLA) and TfL as well as
planning officers in Westminster and Wandsworth
and Lambeth.
● Considering aspects such as heritage,

conservation, city connectivity and visual impact.

Visualisation of the proposed Nine
Elms Pimlico Bridge concept design
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Deliverable

Visualisation of the proposed Nine Elms Pimlico Bridge concept design

TfL has established the need for a pedestrian and cycle only
bridge between Vauxhall and Chelsea Bridges, promoting
sustainable transport alternatives and reducing impacts on
air quality.
TfL confirmed a Cost Benefit Ratio of 2:1
- well above TfL and Department for
Transport’s minimum value for money
thresholds. £26 million of private sector
funding is identified from the Nine Elms
infrastructure programme (funded by
private development) and there is the
potential to attract significant funding in
naming and image rights. The Team are
continuing to explore additional
funding sources.
Detailed engineering studies are being
undertaken so that the bridge can be
delivered in a timely and cost effective

manner. The bridge will be of the
highest quality, designed to ensure easy
maintenance and low running costs.
The design will ensure landing points
on each side have minimal impact and
will enhance and create new public
spaces whilst recognising the heritage
and character of their surroundings.
The major redevelopment of Nine
Elms is well underway and the Nine
Elms Pimlico Bridge would be a vital
piece of the new, sustainable transport
infrastructure.

Aerial view of Nine Elms on the South Bank under
construction

Visualisation of Nine Elms on the South Bank c.2020
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Collaborative: Next Steps

Summary of Benefits
As part of the next generation of new cycle and pedestrian bridges the Nine
Elms Pimlico Bridge would:
● Meet the increasing demand for high quality new, safe, clean air cycling

infrastructure.
● Facilitate access to jobs and growth as a part of the wider regeneration on

both sides of the river.
● Close the largest gap in the river, between Vauxhall and Chelsea Bridges.
● Provide a safer option for pedestrians and cyclists, reducing accidents and fear

of cycling.
● Make a positive contribution to tackling air quality

Next Steps
Thank you for attending our public exhibition.
The team are committed to ongoing collaboration
with local and London-wide communities and will
keep you up to date as any work progresses.
We would like to hear your views and would be very
grateful if you could complete a feedback form. The
form can also be returned in one of the freepost
envelopes provided or at the project website
www.nineelmspimlicobridge.co.uk
All of the information presented will be available to
view at the website from Monday 10th July 2017.

Contact us
Email: consultation@nineelmspimlicobridge.co.uk
Freephone: 08081 645 340
Website: www.nineelmspimlicobridge.co.uk
Freepost RTUA-THGR-LUYK
Public Consultation Cascade
26 Noel Street
London, W1F 8GY
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Meet the Team

“

Bystrup and their partners had the most compelling
approach to the challenges posed in our brief.
Their strategy is elegant and simple, they aspire to
celebrate the river and create a thing of real beauty
which is what this bridge should be.

”

Graham Stirk, Senior Partner Rogers Stirk Harbour + Partners,
Nine Elms Pimlico Design Competition Chairman

Architect: Bystrup
Odins Bridge, Odense, Denmark

Architect:
Robin Snell and Partners
Island Pavilion and Footbridge,
Wormsley

Engineer:
COWI
Great Belt Bridge, Denmark

Cost, Environment and Transport
Consultant: AECOM
Olympic Park, London

Access Consultant:
David Bonnett Associates
Exhibition Road, London

Planning Consultant:
DP9
US Embassy, London
Historic Building Consultant:
Donald Insall Associates
Parliamentary Estate, London
Marine Consultant:
Beckett Rankine
Nine Elms Reach, London

Lighting Consultant:
ÅF Lighting
Eskilstuna Water Bridge, Sweden

Communications Consultant:
Cascade with Belgrave
Communications
Battersea Power Station, London
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